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14th, he was at Biala, where Buxhowden surrendered the
command to him and left the army.

At Goniondz was left Sedmaratzki's division (6th),* to
cover the movement of the main army, and to keep up its
communications with Essen I. and the two Moldavian
divisions.

Lestocq, meanwhile, had fallen back, after the action of
Soldau, towards Gilgenburg, on the night of the 26th
December. On the march he changed direction towards
Neidenburg, with the result that there was considerable
confusion, and it was not for several days that the Prussians
were collected at the latter place. On the 7th January,
Lestocq, after retreating from Neidenburg to Oertelsburg
and Sensburg, reached Eastenburg.f On the 10th, he
marched to Angerburg, north of the Lotzen lake. On the
llth he moved westward again to Drengfurth, failing in an
attempt to recapture Schippenbeil from Ney, who had taken
it the previous day. On the 16th, he was at Earthen. $ On
that date, Bennigsen had reached Arys, between the lakes
of Spirding and Lotzen. He had marched from Biala, on
the 15th, in four columns, the movement of which was com-
pletely concealed from Soult's cavalry, on the Omulew, by
the intervening forest of Johannisburg.

Napoleon's marshals had faithfully carried out his wishes,
with the sole exception of Ney. The keynote to the
Emperor's dispositions was the avoidance of all forward
movements calculated to rouse the enemy to activity.
He desired to leave the Eussian bear to hibernate quietly,
if he would do so, whilst he himself was busy making
every preparation to awake him in the spring. Hibernation
was, as has been seen, not the Eussian scheme, but Ney did

* Instead of the 14th, which had originally heen ordered to stay hehind,and
was now carried forward.

t For this account of Lestocq's movements, see Prussian official account in
Wilson, pp. 253-251

J Not Bartensteon.